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Hiſtorical RELATION 


Of ſeveral Great and Learned 


ROMANISTS; 


Pzoteſfant Religion, 


With their Reaſons for their 
Change, deliver'd in their 
own Words, &C. 


HEY that will derive the Goodneſs or 
"Truth of a Religion from the Profelytes 
which it makes, ought to conſider the 
Equality of the Perſons, and the End of 
their Converſion. For what ſignifies the 
Turning of half a ſcore Perſons to the Romiſh Religion, 
though their Number ſhould be trebled. Where for 
one that ſubmits his miſguided Reaſon, ten are deluded 
by their Paſſions, or follow the Current of the Times, 
alur'd 'by private Hopes-and the Arguments of Self- 
latereſt. | as 


Az 


h : (2) 
Of this number was Peter-Eſpinac, Archbiſhop. of 
Eyons, who having Embraced the Doctrine of the Pre. 
reftants in his younger years, afterwards chang'd his 
' Tis, Opinion, and became an Inyeterate Proſecutor of the 
£122. Reformed. But it was not his Zeal that made him 
'furious, but his eager Ambition of a Cardinals Cap, to 
which he facrific'd his otherwiſe great Learning and 
Parts: Nor was this all ; for having waſted his own 
Demeans to run in Debt, he knew no other way to 
ſupply his: Luxurious Extravagance, than by ſiding 
with the G«i/iay or Hewotic Faftion : At the ſame time 
not only a Turncoat from his Religion, but a Rebel 
' to his Prince. eg 
The next to him we find Francs Balduinus, who ha 
ving embrac'd the Proteſtant Religion in Germany, .at 
Tength return'd 10 - the Romiſh”Perſwaſion, upon the 
fair hopes. he had of being Perferr'd 1n Poland. by 
Henry the Third, afterwards King of France ; had he 
not been prevented by death. 2 
To theſe we-may add the Remarkable Story of Hugs 
Sorellus Roſarius, a Famous Proteſtant Divine, who 
being ſeiz'd in. the Parihan Maſſacre, and frightned 
with the terrors of threatning Death, abjur'd his Rel+ 
gion before Charles the Ninth, in the preſence of Hen 
of Navarr, Catherine his Siſter, the Prince of Cond, 
his Princeſs, and Daughter ia Law. Upon which all 
. but Conde, rather out of fear than touch'd with his 
Example, for the Time renounc'd the Reform'd Rel 
gion. But Conde all this while ſtood firm, till he had 
an opportunity to ask Roſarius in private whither 
what he had done was out of Conſcience or fear 2 Who 
affirming, it was out of Conſcience ; then Conde like 
wiſe fell oft, and went publickly to Maſs. 
Now what was the iſſue of it ? The example of Bi 


[arius having wrought theſe wonderful Effects, he = 
| | enty 


| 63) 
- ſent by*the Prince of Mompenfier to try whether he 
could reduce his Daughter alſo, the Duke of Boloignes 
- Wife, from the Proteflant Belief, which ſhe likewiſe 
ofeſs'd. But failing in' his enterprize, and finding | 
limfelf at liberty, he retir'd to Zei/de/bergh. Where, in | 


i - 

| a Book which he publickly fer forth, Z/e recanted the 

| | MAbjuration he had made, detefted the Crime he had com- ', buen, | 

| mitted, and begg'd the Prince of Conde's pardon, for that ' ?? 

\ | through his pernicious and impious Means,he had occajion'd 

| him to run ſo dangerons a hazard of his Conſcience. 

8 © Theſe were all Eminent Men, and of great Parts and 

| 8 Learning, and yet we ſce how their liopes and their 
fears betray'd them. 
- But we are now to give a particular Account vf ſe- 
veral Perſons of no leſs Grandeur and Learning, that 
being before devout Sons-of Popery, abandon'd the. 
Ceremonies of Rowe, and making choice of the. Pro- 
teſtant profeſſion, at the ſame —_— they might 
not be taxed of Inconſtancy or workdly Drifts, publith- 

| £d the true Reaſons of their Converſion. | 

of © We ſhall begin with Galeazzo Caraccio/o, Marquiſs of 

1 Yico de la Baronia, in the Kingdomot Naples, who be- 

| ing at firſt a ſtiff Roman Catholick, a Perſon of Noble 

) 

q 
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ExtraQtion, and a plentiful Fortune, nobly Marry'd, 
and happy in.a numerous Of-ſpring, inbib'd his firſt 
| Rudiments of Proteſtantiſm from Pezer 7artyr, then re- 
is} fiding in Naples, and there privately advancing the Pro- 
i} teſtant Religion. At what time the Marquis took ſuch 
df an afteCtion to his DoQtrine, that coming into Germany 
er} to attend upon Charles the V. he ſent for Peter 3lairtyr, 
1H] then in Gerr-72 alſo, to Srasbourgh.; and was there by 
ef his firſt (Converter fo fully convine'd of the Truth of 
the Proceiiant Re$g:-n, that he only returnd into 
nf faly to take leave of his Family, and to let them un- 7 
250 &erſtand the reaſons of i 5 Converſion, which by the © 
nl © '_ >. * Jequel 


| 043 * * 

ſequel appeard to be the real aſſurance of the Truth of 
what he had imbrac'd. . For when he had ſo done, and 
withſtood all the Authority of a Father commanding 
his return to his Mother Church, the Tears of a Wite 
imploring him to alter his Reſolution, and the Cries of 
his Childreq that hung about his Neck bewailing his 
departure, nevertheleſs forſaking ,Father, Wife, Chil- 
dren, Honour. and Eſtate, and pyeferring the Riches 
of the Goſpel before all the enjoyments of Worldly con- 
tent, he betook himſelf to Geneva, and there ſuſtain'd 
a long Poverty to enjoy the benefit of his Converſion 
in quiet : So far wis he from having been guided ej 
ther by Levity of Mind or the Temptations of Inte- 
reſt. "Upon the fame Confiderations likewiſe, much at 
the ſame time, John Yaldez a Spaniard, and John Fra 
ces Caſerta, became Proſelytes alſo to the fame Perer 
Martyr ; more particularly Ya/dez accompany'd him 
into Germany, where he was inſtrumental in confirm- 
ng the Marquiſs his Friend in the Reſolution he had 
taken. 
Julius, Duke of Brunſwick, fays the Hiſtorian, de- 

| ferting rhe Religion of his Fathers, was no ſooner ſea- 
ted in his Principality but he ſubſcrib'd to the Refor- 
' .med Confeſſion, and caus'd it to be Preach'd through 
all his Territories ; to which purpoſe he ſent for Faces 
Andreas of Tubing and Martin Chemnitius to perform 
that Duty. By his means alſo John Lorbeer Abbot of 
the Monaſtery of Rzttershuſen , about a Mile from 
Branſwick embrac'd the ſame Confeſſion, aboliſh'd the 
Worſhip of his Fore Fathers, and Marrying a Wite, 
continued in the Reform'd Religion to his dying day. 
By whoſe Example Eberart Hollius, Biſhop of Yerden, 
antiquated the worſhip of his Anceſtors over all his 
Diocefs, and received the Reformed Confeſſion. All 
theſe were perſons of great Note, end their Conver- 
DR - "0 ſion 


+ © 
_ fion jt ſelf, and their perſeverance therein', was . a 
_ tffici £ account of the. reaſon of the Action. 


| Nicholas Radzevil, Duke of. Olika and. Palatine of Thur. 1. 


131daw, a great Favourite of Sigiſmund Auguſtus, King 3% 
of Poland, © ads of rare Parts and aan Virtue for: 
faking the Roman Ceremonies, embrac'd the Doctrine 
of the Proteſtants as more agreeable to the Scripture, 
which he causd to be Tranſlated at his own Charge 
from the Hebrew and Greek Originals, and publiſtrd), 
no his Sarmatians in the Vulgar Language. 
Wolf: 


ang, Prince of A#halt, was .another Proſelyte Tuan. !. 


to the Reformed Religion, for which there needs no 38. 
other account but what the Confederate Princes put 
forth at ſeveral times to juſtifie their proceedings. 


William, Prince of Orange, who wreſted the Low Strada..1- 


Countries from the Tyranny of the Spaniards, Count 
Egmund, Philip and Momoraneius Horn : all thefe were 
Profelytes to the Reform'd Religion, Alienated from 
their SubjeQion to Rowe by the Cruelties of the Inqui- 
ſition, and of the Duke of Alva ; as appears by their 
ſubmiſſive Complaints, and Petitions to Margaret Go- 
verneſs of the :Netherlands in behalf of the afflicted 
People ; and. the Confederacy between the Reformed 
for the Defence of their Religion and Liberty. 
*  Foachimus Fridericus, Arckbiſhop of Magdeburgh, at 
firft a Roman Catholick, was no ſooner* admitted to the 
See, but he imbrae'd: rhe Proteſtant Faith, and order'd 
the Reformed Doctrine to be publickly Preach'd in his 
Cathedral. | 


Audrew Dudithius, a Hungarian, who for his great Thuan. l. 


Learning, while he was yet but a young Man, was ** 
prefer'd to be Biſhop of Xz», alias, Finniniuw in Cro- 
atia, and for his extraordinary Abilities imploy'd in 
ſeveral Important Embaſſies under Ferdinand 1. Maxis 


_ wilian II. and Rudolphus 1. weighing at length the Di-- 
| ſputes-- 


V 


NC 
ſputes and Controverſies then on Foot , forſook the 
Cerimonies of Rome, and adhering to, the Reformed 
; Religion, Marry'd two Wives ; for which tho he were 


cited to Rome and for non Appearance proſcrib'd, yet 
was he ſtill by Maximilian proteted, and made uſe of 


in his Councills. At laſt after leave obtain'd of R,. 
dolphus, he retir'd into Moravia where he liv'd a pri- 
vate and ſtudious Life, and died in the Profeſſion which 
he laſt Imbrac'd. _ | ae | 
Annas Burgus, a Senator of Pars, at firſt only fiſpec- 
ted to favour.the Proteſtants was by Zen. 2d. of France 
ſent to the Ba/lile ; at what time being declard a He- 
retick by his Judges he"appeald'to the Arch Biſhop ' of 
Sens ; which appeal being judged frivolous, he was 
ſent back ro the Biſhop of Paris, by whom being tn 


degraded from his Sacerdotal Chargivir, he yl Ln | 
- 5 . n, teſtifying . 


open ;profeſſion of the" Proteſtant Re | 
his Joy for the Kindneſs they had don'him. ' For tha 
the Charatter of the Beaſt being now, as he ſaid, defac'd, 
he ſhould have nothing more ,to do with Antichriſt.” And 
that there might be no queſtion" made of his Conver- 
ſion, he. revoXk'd his firſt Confeffion as Ambiguous, and 
gave into Court another. more clearly agreeing with 
the Doctrine of Geneva and Switzerland, wherein after 
- he had ſharply inveighed againſt the Pope and the 
/ Ceremonies of Rome he declar'd himſelf prepzr'd either 
/ to lie or dye. For whick at laſt he'was adjudged?to 
be burnt'; Which ſentence as he heard with anuntatin- 
ted, Courage, ſo at the Stake he gave the Peypte” to 
- underſtand, 7hat he did not come. there” to ſuffer as a 


Malefadtor, but for adhering to the Truth of the Gofpel. 


His Death was depfor'd by n_ that: thought-ill of 
his Converſion ? however ſays the Hiſtorian it*partly 
ſo con{irm'd the minds of ſome that had forſaken 'the 
Religion, and likewiſe fo exaſperated others, as it may 
be 


Race a ne da Bris 
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þe truly faid, that out of: his Aſhes ſprung that-pro- 11m 
- digioits Harveſt of Revolts and Confpiracies which af+ | 22, 23. 


 terwaids for ſo long time harraſs'd a moſt flouriſhing 


Kingdom. And the Author of the Council of 7revt «<,,,c. 
makes thusRemark upon him, Tha? the Death and Cons Trem, 1.5. 


flancy of a perſon ſo conſdicuous, waken'd a Curigſity tne 
many,'to underſtand what =—_ Religion ſhould be pen 
ſo great a Mas had ſuffer d ſo couragiouſly ; and complains 
that it much encreasd the Numer cf Proteſtant Pro- 
en. X 

©. Garfigs, Arias, a Spaniard, and Mal, of the: Ma- 
 "naſtery of. St. dore in Sevz, a Perſon of an acute 
Wit and'rare Learning, of a gd Roman Catholick, 
'becamie a Preacher of the” Reformed Religion, even 
under *fhe Nole of the Tnquiſition. Inſomuch that, 
Philip the Second returning into ' Spain, was much 
amaz'd to hear that the Reformed Religion was crept 
into his Moſt Cathdlick Dorhinions. At firſt Garſs 
was too hard for the Inquiſitors, till baffling the: 

ObjeRions by the mers of his Arguments. But 
being at length conven before them upon ſurer Evi- 
dence, he plainly ſhew'd that it was not out of Self- 
Iatereſt, but out of A real Convincement that he was 
in an Error before, that he had abandon'd the Popiſh 
Religion. Elie he would never have ſo boldly Con- 


fronted that Cruel Tribiſnal, as to tell them, Zhey were 7, 
fitter for the vile drudgery of Oftlers, than to aſſume to |. 23. 


themſelves to be the Cenſurers of a Faith which they ſo 
little underſtood. Declaring at the ſame time, his heart 

Repentance for having formerly fo oppos'd the Main- 
tainers of that Faith before them ; and for which he 
ſhould always be ſorry as long as he had. Whereypon 
he was forthwith Condemn'd, and ſoon after led in 
Triumphto Fire and Faggot, and burnt alive. 


Ner 
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"Coun. 


Thuan. 
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- | Jearhed inthe ſtady of Divinity, Hrit a Roman 


"tothe 'D le 'of as Arias, and 


(8) 
'N6f Was this all the misfortine that tefll'che'1 
pI St. Thdo vre.; For as Weald before; Ph;tiy 
cod returning frorn the 1.6 Epuntries Ig add 


<0 Fakroth eſe g Shipwratk, asa than rode Offer. 
Trent, 1.5 = for þ is CPS ance, h&was no* foo *#dt. aſhor 

*buc HE facrifle'd v pon thi: Altar of the Taquifition'' or: 
 "Ettherant z{m, John Poirdus Count 'of Bu} wo, together 
' with'a Friar Predicant, and many others that wete 
"members of the'faid Colledge, eogether with ſeveral Lz- 


dies of Quality, to the RS Tyan, all nh 
Ft rmge 


*the” realiry Of their" Dre Gon by "their Martyrdons 


-Nor did rhey Tpare the very Statue of Conftantius OO 


who had: been Confeflor to Charles the Fifth; and 


- whoſe Arms he dy" d, becauſe he was only fuſpeCted 
'Hierefre.” f 


1 Gere? BalFani riever made, publick Profetſion' i 


_ the Proteft t Religion rifl after his return out of Franc 
into his native Corintry, where he was tti4fe Tutor to 


Fames the Sixth. T i Reaſons of whoſe Converſion 


arc cafdy diſcern'd in his bitter Saryr apainft the Fra 
_ 'A | perſon, 4ays the Hiftorian, not to 'te matchd 
21" our & 

Hom of "hi 4 

"Emoy, teftifie. 


' for the happineſs of his Witt, and the free- 
Sryle, as his. Works that will live in ſpite 


Terumie Zaichius, {Native 'f Behgambi in feat "deeply 

; atholick, 
afterwards became'a Proretant, and for that reaſon fol 
low'd Martin Bucer to Strashurgh ; ;and when Bucer Was 
fent for into Exgland, ſucceeded Him in his. Miniſtry. 
Andto juſlifie his Converſian, at feventy Years of Age, 
he wrote 4 Confeffion'of his Faith to this EfRe, That 
te had not femply and in ll things forſaken the Church 
Rome, but only in thoſe things wherein ſhe her ſelf had 


revolted from the truly Ancient and Apoſtolick Church: 
Neither 


SI —— oe NN GAA Sayre 
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Neither bad be{left ber with.. any atber intent;, but that, Tuan 
if ſbe amended: and returwd tothe firfliformeof the Church; * 9% 


he'was alſe ready ta'return to her, and: Communicate with ' 
her in. hen Congregations. and. Afſemblies ; which that it 


wyght come to paſs he humbly :beſaught: of God: |: |, 


Paulus Vergerius, Biſhop of Caps D'ſfria,. inithe #+: ; 
nctias Tertitories, was a Parſon of great Learning, and 
highly in the favour. of Clement the)Seventh, and Paul 

the Third,. by whom .he was ſeveral times  imploy'd 
into Germavy tO | tate with the Emperor about the. 
ſypprefiion of Zutber's Dottrine. : Of whoſe!converſiou / 
tothe Reformed Refigion,. Sicidan gives - this-pocomn:; 
That returning to-Reme from the Colloquie at Horms, 


the _ being [then about ' to create new Cardinals, comme: 
'd him for-one among the reſt: ;- but .iv-hap-(tries 1.28. 


had de ign'd 

pen'd, there were ſome:-Perfons. who buz'd"rhe | 
ia the Ear, that'Yergerine; by his tontinudl Converſe 

with the ! Germans, | was become '2 £Eatherar. ' Of 
Which Yerger/us | being'iinform'd by his Friend, - Car- 

Gnal Gi-ucio, was ſtrangely aftonifhd, and:'to purge 

himſelf - before : the Pope,” retir'd'. into: bjs/ Country, 
and es: Dewey Againſt-rhe- 4» 

peftates of : Germany. / At. what time,” while: for Confy-' 
tations-ſake,- he diligently examin'd the: Writings -of 
tis. ' Adverſaries, and ferioufly: conſider'd their: Argu-* 
meats, :he-confeſs'd. himſelf coovine'd and vanquiilrd; ' 
and theroGpon going 'to-kis Brother mts 1th Bi 
ſhop of Pola, told him the:whole Story; and-asKk'd his 

Advice. His. Brother at firit :deplor'd his condition; 

but upon. the earneſt, Importunities of Yergerius, he: 


apply'd-himſelf; to. examine the Scripture; and more 


particularly upon + the + point of \Juſtificatio# ;: which 
ater he had ſeriouſly done,. and . compar'd\ the Argu» | 
ments on both ſides, he ſubmitted likewiſe, and ad- 
Jadged the DofQtrine of Rome to be Falle. a 
| : B 2 the 


; ( 10.) | 
'the two. Brothers wy rg. each other, ſet them. . 
| felves-to inſtru the People; and inform:ther' of 'the : 
- Benefit. conferr'd in Chriſt upon. Mankind, and- what . _ 
fort of. Works they were that God. requires irom vs, - 
' to the end they might reclaim miſguided Men to the. 
purity of: Warſhip.. . 1 © | | 
' Thuauus relates, that coming: to-Padua after his ex-": 
cluſion out of the Councilof '7rexz, and being there- 
terrified by the Example of Francs Spira dying in-the 
heighth of Deſpair, he went firſt'to Bergamo, and. 
thence retiring -among the Grz/ons,. fix'd himfelt inthe. 
Valtolize,where he profeſſed the DoQrine of Luther, till. 
he was ſent for to Tubing by Chriſtopher of Wittenburgh. 
The Author alſo of the Council. of 7rent, reports, 
That while he: ſtay'd in the YValtoline, he mainly made: 
it his' buſineſs.ta Preach: down-the Hierarchy 'of. the 
Church of Rome, affirming that.the. Word Aierarchy: 
was no way agreeable either with the Precepts or Pra: 
Riſe of Chriſt, his Apoſlles, or the Primitive Church. - 
Peter Martyr Vermillzus, was firſt a Monk of the 
Order of Regular 4ug«@tiv Canons in ' the Monaſtery 
of. Feſule near Florence, where through his ſeverity 1n- 
reproving the evil Manners of. his Companions, he in- 
curr'd their Envy to that degree, that he. was forc'd 
. ro. retire to Naples, in which City, being by that 
tune in heart.a Proteſtant, he fet up a kind of Con-: 
venticle of the chiet of the Nobility, both : Men and- 
Women, among whom was Y7ttoxza Colowna, the. Mars. 
quis of Peſcara's Wife, a Lady withwhom few. were 
ro be compared. for Wit, Piety, and: Modeſty. ' But: 
that place proving too hot for him, he went to Luca, 
where. he met with Emmanuel Tormellins, Celſo Marti-. 
mengo ; Paulus Taficius, and Jerome Zanchius.' . From 
thence in. the company of Bernardinus Ochinus, he has 
fien'd into Zarich in Switzerland ; and thence, after 
| a ſhort |} 


(x87) | 
» ſhort ſtay, he was:ſummon'd by-Bacer to Strasburgh, 


where he/Taught for five years together with-great Re- | 
{hens ſent for into England nog ia 


| putation, till 
the VI. and by him-preferr'd to Interpret the Scriptures 
in'Oxford. A Perfon, faith the Hiſtorian, the mot Em.- 
nent for Wit and Learning among any 'of his own.Pro. 
feſſion : And-as for the Reaſons of his Converſion, they 
are ſufficiently- manifeſt ipevery: part.of his Works: 


'Occolampa us alſo was at-firſt a: Roman Catholick, till Hen. Bux-- 


better enkghtned, he embrac'd the Orthodox:Nodtrine 2%) 5- 


| 


of the Lord's Supper.: ' Of which: he: gives the Rex- ;i91a 
fons in an Epiſtle to Be/icanus, in theſe words ;, © That Harmonia, 


© before-the-Lord-lookt upon him, he was 7 ; 
d:the. - 
«Spirit ſpeaking in him. -For as often as he read the, 


G&even 'to- Superſtition, ſo. that he contradicte 


«Concatenation of the wiſſfds of the Toſtitution af: 
«the Lord's Supper, it came into his mind that there, 
© was another ſort of Pith that lay under the Bark; 
«which nevertheleſs refuting after a ſlight Combat, 
4he was of the fame Opinion with moſt others. 


«Would'ſt thou be-wiſer than other Men? Thou arc. 


*to believe what others believe. Oft-times he ac-- 
*eus'd himſelf, that he could not fathom- what mighs:. 
ie conceald in others Breafls. Art thou only a, 
*Caſt-away from the face of God, that thou muſt be, 
«oppoſing: what no: body contraditts? Sometimes 
*he- endeavour'd- tq vanquiſh his Infirmity by- the, 
*reading of: Ancient DoQors, . But at firſt ke found 
*nothing'to help him. He often met with the Body, 
« of our Lotd, and the Blood of our Lord,- but how: 
* the Body, or how the Blood, was but very obſcurely 
*expounded. Ar leogth laying afide. all authoritics, 
* of Men, a brighter Truth enlighten'd him, that-he 
"had no more need of Popith Judgments, but made 
4 Suſe of his own and his Friends.to end the _—_ 

ON | 4 Ys * verlic,. 
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"TYO'E = 
* ſigmification of the: Words, This is 


adds, that Yaftor the Third, a Biſhop of Ebhora, 


C9 | 
« verſie. - Andarlefigth he wrote 'a-:Book in_ Oppoſ+ . 
tion. to'tho'Popiſhi DgQrin i reF ; 
my;B0gy.' ' 

Sebaſtian Munſter, was at :firſt'a Frangiſcan Monk in 
the Monaſtery of- Zubinguen,; till | better inform'd, he 
embrac'd the of 


Reformed Church of ' Bergerac, in they Year '-x600;' 
whetein'he gives ' an ample accoant af" 'the ' Reaſons 
which 'induc'd him to change his Religion, - to this 
Effet: - | | ; p39 
His firſt Hooypeted is, That the 'Conſecrated' Sacra 
ment ſhould be ſubje@-ro'the cating: of Mice and:Rats. 
He alledges that he faw'at Zymoges'in the Convent 
ot the ' Facohins, an infinite number - of Conſecrated 
Sacrifices eaten with Rats and Worms, and all wrapt 
about with Cobwebs. /- He rektes how Gregory the: Se- 
venth, having conſulted! the $acraiment touching the 
revciling” of certain” Matters againſt the Emperour; 
and receiving no anſwer, threw it into the Fire. _ 
an 
the 
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v5 Jenry the Seventh, were" Poyfoned in 
"rehang fc Strange Nbſartlities, and pro- 
bj 1#-$51%g Wy" "Tranſubſantiation would ſab- 
#8 he on Ang cite if the'DoQrine were erue. 
0 His ; apainſtthe Privationof the 
wp] \ comet vf.Chrift,.” Drink bla A, 


OT 

wadt'the Pr; 142 E) Barch, Ele. T2; 

v1) flis thir f is a gzinſt Piifgatory, as. if * the 
unſpeakable (en of Gig Sacrifice of Chriſt, were 
not able to blot out our Offences, to reconcile_onr 
Souls to Gbd, andto Jftife befor re "the Thront, of Ju- 
"Rice: "*Befides 'hiealliires bimpe#."thar' it "is" a great 
diminifting - of Go#s Werey, Grace, and unſpeakable 
Fevour, *and- # too-much eclipſing of 'the Matchleſs 
Glory of the Ocean of his compaſſions, _ . 

- His next” Exception is againft ' the Canprizing of 
Farnt's, by” which means the filly ignorant People are 
induc” d to commit Tdolatry and Spiritual Fornication, 


'impionfly and incredulouſly againft God, who is only 


ble to- fave and reſtore to Life thoſe 'that are'dead : 
That from hence proceetied fo many Pilgrimages into 
frrange Countries; under-pretente whereof "many A- 


ulteries, Fornications, Sodomies, Incefts, and other 


*Execrable acts we committed, and: Gs Bodievof thoſe 

'Ador'd and fſuperſtitiouſly \orſkip n Farth, 

e Souls were torniehtinig/tn' Ha, bole kin 

and Silver- tan work mich" 4th the Pdpe for 

-of the- moſt Vile "and Wicked" Perfons upon 
Arche to the/Reputation of Holtneſs and Deification ; 


ich never can come from the Spirit of Sanvtification, 


t from the Authority of a Mortal and Sinful" Man : 


Yet" that © thoſe- were the Szints 'whereitt the Papi/ts 


-pat their Hopes, 'and at whoſe hands they look for 
-Stccour both in 'Life and Death. Mherefore, ſays the 


Convert, Tutterly renounce them, and put my whole Fra 
an 


| (14) M 
and confidence in my Creator only. And laſtly, He x 
_ders to the [Divine Majeſly, eternal Thanks, 4 | 
-all other Benefits of bis large Liberality beſtowed. uy: 
on him, for his Converſion in particular ; proteſting 
to imploy. the Gracegnd Gifts it had pleasd. his Om 
nipotency to endue him with all, to. the Glorious prai 
' of his eternal Majeſly, and the Edification of his A Kr 
where-hjis Word was moſt purely Preachid, and: Ji; 
holy Sacraments moſt ſincerely adminiſtred according 
to the Inſtitution of Chriſt. ig 
. Jobs Norman, ſab-Prior of Mareſtay, and) a, Prodi- 
cant Eryar, made publick profeſſion of the Proteſtant 
Religion the ſame year, and gave his reaſons in the 
-— "a0 Churches of Zowurs and 7raiſneay, to this 
effect: : 

In the firſt place he bewails himſelf for having 
long follow'd the way that conducted to Perdition, 
and for having forfaken the true Path which was.to 
be trac'd for the attaining of Heaven ; and then bleſſs 
himſelf, Tor that in tlie end, the Spirit of God' had 
brough him to the light of a holy Knowledge of the 
way .of Salvation; Lo .now; ſays he, you ſee me uy 
mask'd from the fraudulent Embraces of the Strgmpet 
| Babel, which z the Nurſery of all Impiety ; Now ami 
looſe from the dangerous Labyrinth of Errors : Errors;ſi 
abominable, that there is.no, may of never ſo little Faith, 
but deteſts, aud. renounces, them. Particularly he 
Nances the boldneſs of -the Popiſh Prieſts in uſing t 
Terms, Qu; creavit me, dedit mihi creare Se ; , He 
that created me, gave me power to create Him. Ang, 
Qui creavit me fine me, creatyr mediayte me ; - He that 
created me ..without.. me,. is created by. my meas. 
Which he aſſerts to be a manifeſt Overthrowing the 
Doctrine concerning the Truth of the Humane Ni- 
ture of Chriſt, who has but one Body and not two Be- 

| | ICS; 
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lies, as the words inferr. , For that by their reckoning, 


Chrift muſt have one Body fram'd in the Womb of the 


Pure Virgin, and another which the Creator - creates 
by the Prieſt,  * | | 


In the next place, he objedts againſt their daily 
Sacrificing for the Quick. and the Dead ; by which 
means the Papi/ts ſeem direQly to inferr, That the Sa- 


crifice once made by Chri/# upon the Croſs, was inſuffi- 
cient." 


z1n the next place, he obje&ts againſt Praying to Sainrs, 
as depriving Chriſt of his Excelling Titles of Ingerceſ- 
four and Mediatour. _ 41 ho y. qr 

; In the next place, he taxes the Papiſts with 1dolatry, 
nattributing to a_Thing without Life, that which 
only belongs to Chrift : Inſtancing, for Example, that 
Prayer of theirs to the Croſs. Hail Holy Croſs, our 
owly Hope in this Time of Paſſhon ; Encreaſe Juſtice to. the 
Godly, and give Mercy to the Guilty. ms: 

: He farther taxes their want of Underſtanding, in 
believing that by their Works they-may meritoriouſly 
gin Heaven, as being a palpable leſſening the Merits 
of Chriſt. For that, if the Graces of God mught be 
prchas'd by Man's Merits, Chriſt had then dy'd in 
min. beſides, that it is contrary to the Scripture, 
which tells us, 7hat when w# have done all -we can, we 
ae. yet anprefabie Servants. In the Concluſion, he 
tells the World, that he has omitted many Superſti- 
tons and Hereſies that caus'd him to fly from the Pre- 
tended Catholick Profeſſion, and to ſettle himſelf with 
Humility in the Reformed Church. Adding withall, 
That let his Enemies fay what they pleas'd,- or do what 
they could, neither Promiſes nor Threats ; neither 
juries nor Perlecutions ſhould ( with God's grace ) 
vithdraw him from his Pious Reſolution to embrace 
the true and lively Faith of the Reformed Churches : 

C 


And 


| (16) 
And laſtly, beſeeching the Congregation of the Faith 
ful, meaning the Prozeftants, to receive him into their 
number. GS ; 

Father Abraham, ſometimes a Prier of Carmes in 
the City of Artes, becoming at laſt a Proſelyte to the 
Reformed Proteſtant Religion, acknowledged. his paſt 
Errors in general Terms, before the Congregation af- 
fembled in the Reformed Church of 2zez, a City of 
Languedoc, in a ſhort Speech, of which this was the 
ſubſtance - | | | . 

Thar he was now come into the Houſe of God, be- 
tween the Arms, and into the Boſom 'of Chr#i/?, the 
Churches Spouſe, 2.Church as far from'the Impletics 
and 'Sacrikeges of Unchaſt Babel, as Truth from Falf- 
hood, and Light from Darkneſs. 

That he was come into the fweet Liberty of his Con- 
ſcience, which had fo often fummoned him ro depart 
from the Seminary abuſes of Popery, thoſe horrible 
Sinks and Kennels of Impiety, -where the holy Name 
of GO D was fo hg noms ofaned, and the Hv 
nour of the Eternal, ſham ly proftifuted to Idols 
and Marmolets ; where- the Blood of Chri/t was put 
to fale : Where his only Sacrifice, which is the Expis 
tion of our Sins, was held uncapable to blot them 
out and deface them ; Where Man's Merits are equal- 
ly vallu'd with thoſe of Chris: Where the Son of Got, 
our Redeemer, is robb'd of the moſt glorious Titles of 
his Office ; Where the Paſtoral Staff is raken out of 
his hands, and the Conduct of his Church ufurp'd by 

another ; And where the Son of Perdition, that Dame 

—nable Antichriſt will have a part with Chrif in his 
_ in his Kingdom and Empire, which is bis J. 
>hure Ws > 
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'This Declaration was made the 9th. of Jan. r 60d. 
Antony Gineftet, formetimes a Confeſſour and a Monk 

of the Order of St. Francs, having afterwards em- 

brac'd the Proteſtant Faith, made a publick Declara- 
tion of his converſion in the Church of Bergerac, the 
22.0f Ofeb.. 1600. to this Effect 

- Firſt, He lays it down as a Maxim, That the only 

true and ſincere Church is that which opens a way 

to Salvation, and abſolutely ſeeks the Glory and Praife 
pf Ged. On the other fide, That that Religion muſt 

be Falfe' and Ruinous, which: ſeeks the Glory of the . 

Creatures ; Honouring them with that which'only 


-belongs to the Living God. 


Which being thus laid down, He aſſerts the Pro- 
teſtant Religion to be of the firſt Kind, and the Reli- 
gion of the Roman Church to be of the fecond. And 
this he proves from the Profeſſion of the Reformed 
Church. Firſt, That-one only God muſt be call'd up- 
on: Secondly, That from Him alone all manner of 
Salvation muſt be expeted. Thurdly, That his Mercy 
defaceth all our Sins. Fourthly, That the Sacrifice of 
of the Undefiled Lamb, offer'd upon the Croſs, takes 
away Condemnation. Fifthly, That his Juſtice re- 
tems us from the ſecond Death, and that his Reſur- 
reftion leads his Saints into the right way of Eternal 
Life. Sixthly, That his ' blefſed Word contains all 
manner of ſecrets neceſſary for our Welfare and Haps 
_ Seventhly, That Works cannot .merit ever- 
ſting Felicity. Eighthly, That the moſt Righteous 
and moſt Perte&t of Men, cannot produce works . of 
errogation, as if it were in their power-to- ac- 
tompliſh all that Juſtice commanded, and more than 
srequired. Ninthly, That God muſt be worſhipped 
in'Spirit and in Truth. Tenthly, That the Glorious 


. {Body of Chriſt ſits at the Right hand of his Father. 
| C 2 That 


(18) 
That on the other ſide, The Papits diſhonour him in 
calling upon Angels, Saints and Ladies. 2. That they 
confide in them for Succour. in. their Dangers 'and Ne. 
ceſſities. _3. That they promiſe to themſelves remif- 
ſion of ſins through. the Pope's Indulgencies. 4. That 
they mingle the Blood of Martyrs with the Blood of 
Chriſt, as 'if not ſufficient of 1t ſelf. 5. They : truſt 
more 4n the Merits of Saints or Mortal-Creatures, than 
in the Obedience of the Eternal Son.. -6. 'They are 
not content with the facred Letters of Reconciliation, 
but to ſupply their. want as they fondly imagine, they 
add the vain ſufficiency of Traditions. 7. They pre: 
ſume upon their own Works for their Juſtification be. 
fore the Throne of God's ſupreme Juſtice. 8. They 
think to be wiſer than their Celeſtial Teacher, when 
they ſtrive to be double diligent above his Command- 
ments, in their a&ts of | Supererrogation. . , 9. They 
bow themſelves to the Images of Creatures contrary 
to the Law ; and ſerve God after a Senſual and Car. 
nal manner prohibited by his Word, wirhout which 
Warrant every work is done without Faith, :and-con- 
ſfequently ſinful. xo. They faſten the precious Body 
and Blood of Chriff to Bread and Wine , ſubject to a 
thouſand Corruptions and Abuſes, and altogether far 
remote from their Excellency. | 

Upon which Conſiderations, fays the Convert, and 


many more moſt Juſt and Reaſonable, not'to inſiſt up- 


on the Deteſtable Converſations of Monks in Monaſte- 
ries, we have ſhaken hands with the World, wherein 
we fard delicioufly, were well apparell'd, and acquaint- 
e&with Pleaſures where no. Carnal delights were want- 
ing, and wholly renounce and abandon. all Papiſtical 
Errors, namely the (intollerable Abuſes'/and Superſtis 
tionsof the aſs, to be receiv'd into the Domeſliml 
number of Gd's Choſen, embracing the Truth of the 
_-  - SJ 2 * © Reformed 
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Reformed-Church, that ſo'we may partake of her moſt 
Excellent and Wholfome iBenefts:'. 'O 6 rl}. 94 Gn 


| Father Edmund du Beauval, 'ſometimes' a "Jeſunte, a 
Doctor of -Divinity, and Preacher in-Beurþon, being at 
haſt convinc'd of, his Popiſh: Errors, 'made another De- 
claration/'of '- the Reaſons of his converſion in the Re- 
formed Church of St. Amand in the-faid Province, the 
x6th. of Faly, 1600. of _ which 'the Subſtance was as 


follows : 


- At firſt he objects againſt the Remari/ts, for robbing 


Chriſt of his due Honours and eſſential Titles of 4d- 
vocatr and: Medzator, urging for proof, That- a Media- 
tor between God and Men, muſt be an Eternal and Sove- 
raign Sacrificer ; but that the Roman Church deprives 
Chriſt's Sacrifice, ' of Eternity, in affirming that the 
Property and Vertue of. it alone, cannot- continue to 
the Worlds end,--unleſs; it be; many times reiterated. 
Whereas the New Te/tament tells us that Chrift enter'd 
once for all into the Holy Place, obtaining Eternal 
Redemption for us. | 
His ſecond Inſtanceis, That every Sacrifice 1s re- 


| —__ in -regard- ofthe Sacrificer, conſequently that 
Sa 


crificer-1s to be preferr'd before the Sacrifice. 


Thus God hat reſpe& firſt to Abel, and: then to his 


Oftering. But in the Romiſh Church the Maſ5-Prief 
being reputed the Sacrificer, .and Chrit\ the: Sacrifice, 
it follows that- the Prieſts being but Mortal and: ſinful 
Men, - muſt be preferr'd before: the Unſpotted Lamb, 
the true :-Son of God «by Nature, Fez OÞriſt: Which 
he affirms to. be Blaſphemy never us'damong the 7urks. 
Next, he objects . againſt che Church of ' Rome for 
aſſuming Authority and. Pre-eminence over all. the, Bi- 


\ ſhops-in the World; and her allowing: of Piftures and 
Images in Churches ; -anud_ thence interrs, that Belzal 


is not more contrary to Chr/#, Falihood to Truth, , 


Darkneſs 


(wo) 


Darkneſs to Light; Vice to'Vertue, than the Dodtrine 


ef the Church of Rowe, to that of the Mediator fet 
down in his holy Scripture. ; 

Hence therefore it comes to paſs,. Brethren, fays the 
Convert, that I haue renounced Popery, and purpoſe 
carefully and Idboriouſly to' ſeek the right Path, lead, 
to the Soveraign Good, wherewith the Church of Rome'y 
mot acquainted. And for this purpoſe 1 have atjur d, and 
do abjure all her Superſtitious Dotrive as Blaſphemong, 
and as far from Chriſtianity, as ſhe is from the true 
end of Man 5 Creation. + 9.0 

This Declaration is fign'd, De Beauval, and atteſted 
by the Miniſter and Elders of the Church at St. Amard 
and ſeveral others. | 

John Colleij, a Capuchin Friar, and Guardian of the 
Convent of Sz. Omers, being afterwards converted to 
the Proteſtant Faith, in the like manner made publick 
the Reaſons of his converſion in the Chureh'of Seay, 
March the 4th. 1601. in words to the fame Effea. And 
before him, | 7 

Simon. Palory of Richlieu, heretofore Prior. and Pro- 
vincial of the' Order of the Holy. Crofs, upon his for 
faking the Roman Ceremonies and turning to the Pr 
tetant Profeſſion, made a long and ſolemn Declaration 
of the reaſons of his converſion in the Church of Caey, 
the 1th. of March, x 600. to this effect : © © © 

Mm the firſt place he declares, that he. had liv'd 
Eighteen or Twenty Years in the Order of the Holy 
Croſs ; and calls God to witneſs, that he did not leave the 
Profeſſion out of Levity or any humourſome Conceit ; 
but that having throughly confider'd with himſelf the 
oreat Contentions that had been and ſtill remain'd in 
Chriſtendom, - touching Religion ; the mortal hatred 
which the - greateſt part, and thoſe too the greateſt 
Perſonages in the World, bare to true Religion, _ 

pp the 


}- (2x ) | 
the Profelfors-of it ;- rhe ſherp and" terrible Perſeer- 
tions 'Exercis'd aguinſt thern ;- and 'on the other fide 
- their conſtancy and reſolutioh: in defending that which 
makes them {6 odious among fo many Aſfults and 
dangerous Trials,: contrary to the nature of Man that 
ſeeks after nothing but Reſt, and a life- of Comfort and 
Pleafare ; Thoſe confiderations' made: him ſiiſpe&t that 
it was more than a Humane Spirit that awsken'd in 
= thoſe Heavenly motions fo unacceptable to the - 
Fleſh. | 
Then deſcending to Particulars, he'-objects againſt 
Praying to Saints arid wir yo. of: ages, 5 being 
contrary to the firſt and ſecond Commandments. - -* * 
In the next place, he objeAs againſt rhe Doftrine of 
Franſabſtantiation, and'- Worſhippitig the Sacrifice. For 
which he alledges the ufual Arguments ſo often repeated 
Priteftanty, > I OP RTIQANNL SL fk 
Th thonext place, he 6bjeAs againſt the "Church of 
Rome for keeping People in fgnorance, and forbidding 
the Laity fo read the Bible ; as beibg contraty to the 
eapreſs Command of Scripture itt ſundry places. - 
- His next objetion againſt the Doctrine of- Rezre, is; 
for teaching that Salvation maſt be ſought for in Man's 
Merits, and that our Juſtification comes by Works - 
28 being, contradiftory alſoto the Expreſs Letter of the 
Scripture, That we are not able to think any good of our 
ſelves. And to the Opinions of the Fathers, which 1 
forbear to recite, 25 being'to be found in the Writings: 
of all that have oppogd the Papiſts upon this point. 
His next objection is againſt Purgatory :- Againſt 
which he brings the uſual Arguments, not; then: per- | 
taps fo-common as now they are': "Which therefore for 
 brevity-fake 1 omir. Th Tis *) 
- Upon the clofe of al, he concludes, that it was not 


his purpoſe to enumerare all that had diſtaſted him S 
EY the 


| (22) - 
the Church of Rome; for that many other things were 
by him obſerv'd, -which, ina no point-agree- with . the 
Word of God. However, that he:thought thoſe points 
which he had already touch'd, were ſuſticieat to make 
it Manifeſt that he had Enterpriz'd- nothing without 
good Reaſon, adding withall, that his Conſcience would 
never have ſuffer'd him to, have liv'd in quiet, had he 
done otherwiſe... | 0. 4 

. All theſe being Learned Men, and well provided for 
in their ſeveral.Stations, theught themſelves obliged to 
give the World the Reaſons'of their Actions, eſpecially 
1n the important concern of Religion. | Well knowing, 
that though they could not ſtop the mouths of Malice 
and Slaunder, yer it would be a great ſatisfaction to 
others, to find they were not aſhanvd to own and de- 
fend. in publick,, what-they had done upon ſolemn and 
mature Deliberation. And therefore they composd 
their Declarations ſeverally, and diſpeire'd them abroad 
in the World, as well to teſtifie the Reality of their 
Converſion, as in hopes that by their Examples and 
their Arguments; others might be induc'd to do as 
they haddone... ,--- '; * 95 | 


. 


Of later date, Henry Buxhornius, one' of the Di- 
vinity Profeſſors of Lovaiy, 'gives this account of him- 
ſelf, That he having been imploy*d by the Inquiſitor. 
to ſtrike out at leait Six anne places of the Ancients. 
which ſeem'd. to.make againſt their DoCtrines, was ſo; 
troubFd in mind; about it, that it was an occaſion of 
his turning Proteſtant, and made him reſolve to quit 
that Religion that could not defend it ſelf withqut ſuch 
manifeſt Impoſturesg, ep ertr nnd nl ff 
His own words are theſe. .0h the Incredible-hounty. 
of God towards me. For being made one of the Supervis 
ſors of the Expurgatory Index, in which under the. Ty- 
ranny of Alva, Benedict Arias Montanus, had contrived, 
1njurious 
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 tujurious to the ſludies of pious Men, after I had ftruck 
out with my. Cenſorious Pencil-Six hundred Obſervations 
which oppos d the Erroneous heads of Pontifical Doftrine, 
God in his Mercy, rowfing up my mind, and opening m 
eyes; 1 obſerved Abominations in the Papacy, 1dols in t 
Temple, Tyranny in the Government, Contagion and Poiſon 
in the A Which at firſt put me into a ſtupid fear, 
uxcertain which way to go, what to defire; what to avoid, 
what to hold faſt, what to let go. But this affliffion and 
trouble of a doubting and ſuſpenſroe heart, was to me the, 


healing Phyfick of Divine Compaſſion. For it was for that | 
reaſon that I was toſs'd and hurry'd, and almoſt kid with _ 
the various ſtorms of anxious Thoughts, to the end [1 have 


eht furl the ſails of Pontifical pride, which in.that ,. ,, 
dition T had ſpread for Ws bor the harbour%f* 
Chriſtian Piety, caſt anchor in that Or:hodex Religion, 
which in ſpite of the Councils and Forces of ſo many 
Princes, T underſtood that Luther, Bucer, Oecolampa« 
dius, Calvin, and others had embracd, and for the main= 
tenance of which they were ſtill ready to expoſe their Lives 
to Fire aud Sword. | 
. In his Epiſtle alſo to the Miniſters of Z7/azd and 
Feſt-Freizland, he thus begins ; _y 
' The: day which I may truly call my Birth-day , moſt 
worthy Mew and Brethren, when having bid adue to 
the Ceremonies i Popery, I receiv'd the ſplendour of Di= 
vine Light, and the Doftrine of fincere Piety, was the 
beginning of all the Bleſſings that hitherto &re made me 
happy, F; that from henceforward I hope to be a partaker 
in the Kingdom of God. _ # | 
Michael de Remchon, the Paſter of Baſfer, was 2 
Prieſt ſo bigotted to the Romiſh Religion, that he was 
one of thoſe that carried on the Conſpiracy to Mur- 
ther Maurice Prince of' Oraxge, and ſeveral others the 
moſt conſiderable Perſons in "WA Yet — 
| g- 
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Condemnation, with great forrow of ind, and v6 


-of _ his Critne, in' Jereftation*d? .4 Rel) 
Fed: Dodrine had brovpht himtv that 1 ikreble nk 
ho made open Profeſſion of. the Orchodox Proteſtant 


nie into e number, Andrew SaZ, formerly of 
Order of Pot 


Fora of Pay 
Rector and Pro bt of Controverfies i in'the* 1-i/þ Col- 


ledge of the Univerſity of Salamayca, Gre. how or Tate | 


A Frepeher ba boy Ho mn the ' Reformed Chureh of 
»1freland,, 88 Io vide 'to the Church of* Enylind; 
 *who to ſhew Ts i ficions of tits tonverfion; thade them 
*  PÞwblick in a folemn Declaration, pronoumed in the 
yu of St. Jobs iti the' City" of Caſhel, the' fouPth 
Joy: after Eaſter, May the x:7th.. in the preſence of 
4 Phomas, Lord Archbi ſhop of Caſtel, 
iy p Fo Right Reverend Hugh Lord : hop « of MW 
Zerfor, 
fore. having” been ot in the oarens - nd 
RowanCatholick Chureh, tollowed a tous Lite, an 
compleated is or rt 'Phitg co phy. ht Ping nity iq 
Golledges of the Orger.of Fl in $ Yd having been 
employ:d in; teaching the ſaid Faculties for many yetrs, 
he-apply'd himſelf -4 a ſtrifter etiquiry * and examing: 
tion of, Matters ; and that by. equenit. realing the 
Holy Seriprures, Fathers, Counc 2 Abd Hiſtorians of 
the Church, his Knowledge Was fart hered;” and his 
Judgment ripen'd, fo that he be; gan to 'dbubt''of the 
Truth of leveral-Afticles entre. by the. uſe and au- 
thority: of the, Roman Church, repugnant to Humane 
ſon, ang not, warranted by Divine Writ; '4s Tram 
ſe btantiation, Idulgences, Purgatory, | Yorthip of © Z 
mages, &c.. Fet\muther'd his-Scriples while he: was 
Spain; partly fearing the Ws of that Country againft 
pp0- 


Noe , add Profeſſor of Divinity -in the 
ona, "Polencia, attd Thdela in Spazy, ] 


Prin GY as 


25 5). 
$ of their Tenents, part] amugd with a ſuppo- 

Gone t the Church. and Po "of Rowe were OT Of 
in their Dectees touching Fahy Lil rue ving in Trelmnd 
ns difputing often and Holely with ſeveral Perfons emi- 

| [Ding Learning $ anc Integrity, but principally with 
i ie PL Biſhop of Caſhel, who for fix years 

goin fy Tas obſtinare' reſiſtance, at laſt by the 
means Leartitng.and the example of his piqus 
hefeng Tis, God was pleas'd to -” him amore 


rat ce OR aſe he was in. Yet that Fan -he 
l E:his- Ent, partly fearing oo 
oe ne nigh rarer Cabycity vhs BY &' 
75 JATH y fearing rhe Dange _ 
ory 5 4 is kt de crting the Rath Dangers 8 
however: thar it cage hirk herake himſelf to,a moſl 


dbgeor ſtudy of the calp, leaving +0. ſtone. varied 
to quiet wy, trouble of his nk ce; to which | 

poſe he carefully alſo perus'd the 35 "Articles, " ator, 
and Liturgy of the Church of Enzland, and at length 
being thus confirm'd and all confider'd well, he con- 
cluded the way of the Church of: E»g/and to be fafer 
for his Salvation, than that of the Roman Church. 
Whereupon after he had ſolemnly declar'd his aſſent to 
the 39 Articles of the Chureh of E»g/and, for Holy,and 
Wiſe, and grounded upon the Infallible Word o God, 
and acknowledg d the Romiſh Tenents againſt them, 
to be Falſe and Superſtitious, he beſought his Grace, 
that he might be ph itted into the communion of the 
Church of Eg/and, and abſolv'd for his ſo long conti- 
nuance-in Error. 

I omit his Sermon, in Juſtification of the change 
he had made, as being too prolix for this place. How- 
ever, it ſhews him to have read much, and to have 
ſeriouſly ſtudied the point of his converſion. 


And here I make a ſtop : Not but that a more ac- 
D 3 * _ curate 
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curate ſearch might have caſily produc'd a. far greater 
number, if Number.had been only aim'd at. However 
theſe are ſuch as lie within the proſpe& of obvious 
reading, and enough to-ſhew the Difference between 
the Converts from the Romiſh Church, and the Deſerters 
of the Proteſtant Religion. The one Men of prear 
Judgment, Learning, Eloquence, and exemplary Piety, 
who advanc'd their Fame and Reputation by ſetting 
the Truth of Divine Worſhip at liberty from the 
Bondage of Romax Superſtition, and Exalting the Word 
of God to.its Primitive Dignity, while the others have 
only return'd to the ſame Silence and Ignorance where. 
In their Fore-fathers were before. By ' the one the 
Proteſtant Religion vaſtly gain'd, the Papiſts as vaſily 
loſt; while the other as. they were not miſt by thoſe 
they forfook, ſo they brought no advantage to the 
cauſe they embraced, = 6: 
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A Catalogue of ſundry great 
. Perſons of the Roman Catbolick 
Religion, who have all along 
. Opposd the Tenents of the 
- Church of Rome. 


Altars, and Invocation of Saints, to be /dolatry, - 1 260. 
and deny'd the DoQtrine of Tranſubſtantiation_ 
and the Real Preſence. In the juſtification of which 
Opinions he ſuffer'd Martyrdom. tt 204 3600 

John Taulerus, a Divine and-a Dominican Friar of 13e0. 
Cologne, in one of his Sermons citing the words of 
St. Bernard, And God eats us, and is eaten'by us, That 
we ſhould not think it to be any corporal feeding, has 
theſe words: As the corporal Food paſſes into. the ſub- 
flance of him that eats it, ſo whoever recesves this '\Sa-! 
crament, 1 changed into that, as St. Auſtin ſays. Thos 
fbalt not change Me into Thee, but thou ſbalt be changed 
into Me. For ſays St. Bernard; As we eat our corporal: 
Food, ſo-are fed on by Chriſt, "Then he tells us' when. 
and how God feeds upon us, that is to fay, when he: 
cauſes us to hn e our fins and tranſgreſſions, 


| \ Lmaricus, 2 Plrifias Divine, declar'd Tmages, ,,..Dm 


and works in us a e&t converſion. All which is 
poſitively oppoſite to the Popiſh Doctrine of 7ranſub- 
flantiation. ; 


Rupert, Biſhop of Lijnc:/r, in the preſence of Tong» 1239; 
cent the Fourth and his Carclinals, rook the freedom to 
deteſt the Abominatio;: * the Roman Religion, and 

| 2 on 


('.28: » 
upon his Death-bed ſharply _—_— the Monk Joh» 4 
Santo Egjdio, Tor flattering thePopes. Toon 

Senaldus, Archbiſhop of York, in a ſhort writing to 
the Pope, inveigh'd-againſt the Abuſes -atid Depravgs 
tion of the .Mals ; Then, fays Matthew Paris, When 
Rome proſtitutes herſelf, and' fits -like-a Whore expo: 
Cog her! elf fax Hire.- þ! : 


"About the fame time in France, Arnulph Bilop of, 


65; condemn'd the Abuſes in:the Adminiſtration of 
e Lord's Supper ; at what time alſo Abbot ogrhiw in 


his Annotations upon the  Apocalyps, and St. Jerome - 


calls the Pope and his Maſs-Prieſtsſo many Antichriſts, 
Much about the fame time alſo, Pezrus Cantor, a 
Parifiar, in a Book: entitled, The Word: Mhrevidel 


ſmartly diſeovers the Idolatry .of the'Portifcal Ma, 


and other groſ3:Errors. of the Gay DoQrine. -/: | 


About the fame time-alfo was bliſhed/an Exen- 


plar of #ſop's: 'Fabels, one of is "to be ſeen in 


the Library" at Hdd in Germany, where the"Deformity 


of the Popedome "and the Maſs is ſo lively and fo ar- 
cificially ſet Jown in PiQures, that Wicelius, that ſame 


Deſerter of ithe ChriſtianReligion obſerves, that"Luthes! 
himſelf could nor'have done more toSatyrizethe'Heats) 


of the Romiſh Religion. 


Not long after, we meet in Hiſtory with Perer < 


Vivers, 'Thomas de Corſellts, Johannes Semeea, - "Gulich 
mus Goltſchmir,” arid ::Lawrence. of | England, . who t 

ther' with . Gu/id/mas de Sanfto Revs all oppoſed: the 
Blaſphemotis !DoQtrine -of the Monks, who made a 
Book -which they call'd, Zheir Prernal Goſpel, to the 


eat Diſhonour of the / \ Goſpelof Chriſt, which they 
aid was not to be compar'd with theirs, For which. 


Alexander the Fourth was” content the Friars Book 


ſhould be 'burnt, provided-it might be done privately” : 


and without Diferedit tothe Friars. 
About 


>, > = il. to. oo -* 
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tereſt, which I have in the Merits of Chriſt's Paſſi - L3.6/5% 
oHealfo taught that the Eucharift was a.Commemo- $7735. 
auve only,: io his Sermon upon the Lords Supper.,- , Canticles: 
He alfo held the ſufliciency of the Scriptures Without E-3. Com- 
Traditions, affirming thnt the. Word of God was all in 779.9 
+  - _ | 4 7? Kings, 
lyRepertus:Tuitienſis, taught, :That.: whatſoever, con: 5 12: 
ens tha Word, of God, whatloever. was tg be known 2s 
x ſpakea touching the. Incarnation, the:Dyvinity, ang Trae.s. 
Humanity of chriff, is .contain'd in the 'two Teſta- 
Mats ; *. beſides, -or' without - which. two, there was 
gothing that ought to beideliver'd. or. believ'd. -,., | * A 
. Hugo de Santto Vidtore maintain'd communicating in <5. Tom. 
, . : 3.De Con- 
both kinds, Li. OF COLY rro1P; , 113343) 3z<h 3717 ft; ſectar.. 
 {Gratianus the Monk,; recites many. Ancient Canons difts: | 
and Conſtitutions for communicating-in both, kinds, . 
ad declar his teſtimpay. againſt 7ray/ulfautiation, in 
teſe words, 4s the Heavenly Bread, which: #$,Chrift's | 
Weſbs: after 16 forts. 3+, call d-Chriff's Body, whereas -in- © 
#4 it gi bat the. Saerament!1of is. Body, Þ . the ſa» © 
ttificing of the Fleſh of Chrift 1&8 ſaid to be his Paſſion, 


Hort 


* wot in the Truth of the Thing, but in a Signifying My. 
fery. | Of the fame Opinion inthe Ay = fo. 4 
Peter Blejenfis, Archdeacon 'of Bath, and Johanze; 
Semeca. : ; oY 

In the next Century liv'd, from 1200, to'1 300. Ra 
bert Groſthed,Biſhop of Lincoln, who was ſtyl'd thr Maul 
ad and Hammer of the Rowanifs.' He wrote a famous Let. 
Paris, ter to the Pope,” wherein he calls him a Heretick wor. 
. thy of Death, and aſſerts him #o be Antichriſt, and to 
ſit in the Chair of Peſtilence,- as next to Lucifer himſelf 
In this Agealfo flouriſh'd-Gerardus, Diſciple to: $4. 
< garellus of Parma in Ttaly, and Dulcerius the Schollr 
7 of Novarius Hermannus ; who both held and preach 
6 that the Pope was Antichrift, and the Church of Rong, 

S- Babylon. 6 - | 
HIP % Petrrus de Vines, Chancellour to Frederick the Em- 
perour, in his Letters to the Chriſtian Princes, ſcruple; 
: not to-call the Pope an Apoſtate, and Beaſt riſing ou 
of the Sea, full of the names of Blaſphemy, and ſpotted 

| likea Leopard. _ 

Arnoldus de Villa Nova, a Spaniard, taught- much 
about the ſame time, That the. Faith then taught, wa 


only ſuch a Faith as the Devils' might have; who-Beliew 


and Tremble. ' | 
Part. ir, In this Age,Roger Hoveden condemned the Adoration 
Annal. of Images, as a thing, ſays lie, which the. Church of 
39% God abhors.' s £3 DUE TY 
De Pri- In the next Century from x 300, to 1400. Baar 
mat the Monk deny'd the Popes Supremacy .ver other 


Pontif: . 

c.4.p.r98. Biſhops. : ; £ ; 

Catatog, = MMarfilius Patavinus, wrote a Book entitled, Defenſor 
teſt.verit. Pacu, 1n the behalf of Lewis Duke of Bavaria, andthe} 


18. Emperor, . againſt the Pope, wherein he maintains the 


' Popeto be inferior to the Emperor, and: that all thef0- 
Clergy and the Pope himſelf, ought'to be ſubject to theſ've 
Magiſtrates. _ © vil 


aj "003 3 
; Of the fame Opinion-was Joh» de Fanduno, and Mi- ) 
 chael-Ceſenas General of the Order of the Fravnciſcaxs. 
- Ockham an Engliſhman, alſo- ſtuck cloſe to the Em-, _ 
upon the ſame Argument, affirming that neither 1cy,e par. 
Peter nor any of the Apoſtles had Temporal Power 1. c. 3. 
given them by the Apoſtles. | 
. -: Totheſe may be deſervedly added, Dante, Petrarch, 
and Chaucer, who all found fault with the Roman Faith, 
2s well as with her Manners. 
Dante, in his Poem of Paradiſe, complains thar the ; 
Pope, of a Shepherd , was become a Wolf, and Id 
Chriſt's Sheep out of the true way. That the Goſpel 
was abandon'd, the writings of the Fathers negleted, 
and the Decretals only ſtudied. And then he. taxes the 
folly of People to believe in Popiſh Abſolution, more 
eſpecially ſuch as vainly truſted to the Pardons and In- 
dulgencies- vented: up and down in the World by 
the Fryers mecrly for gain, and to ſupply their lux- 


 Fewurch did ſo gall the Pope that he order'd three 
; & Sonnets to be ra&d-out of his Poems: * 
| - And as for Chaucer there is no man more Satyrical 
: | againſt Shrifting, Relicks., Purgatory , Pardons, and 
Meritorious Works than he is, up and down in his 

n | Poems. | 
fil  FJobn de Rupiſciſſa was. condem'd for a Heritick, and 7;,;7;,4. 
- I kept Priſoner in the Caſtle of Baignoux for preaching Ton. i. 
» | and prophecying the downfall of the Pope. P. 142. 
rf + Alvarius Pelagius in his Book of the Lamentation of 

the Church,jnveighs againſt Monaſtical Vows, of whom - 
heſays, that they profeſs d Poverty, yet expetted other 

mers Eſtates and [rheritances. 

'" Richard Fitz Ralph an Jriſh man ,, Chancellour of 
"Oxford, and- Arch-Biſhop of 4rmagh, was a great Ad- 
*verfary againſt Monkiſh Hypocriſy. Inſomuch =_ 
. Jl * E the 
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the contentions growing hot. between the Archbiſhop 


arld the F ryers, he took a journey - ta Av/gyoy * tor [a 


necent the VI. and there in the Pope's Preſence main- 
tain'd and juſtified what he had taught and- wrote 
againſt the Fryers. But the Fryers had ſuch ſtore: of 
Money, as Walſingham relates, that the Archbiſhop. 
could not prevail,” tho as 'the fame Hiſtorian ſays, he 
prov'd his Accuſations both ſtoutly and manifeſtly againſt 
them. 


Bradwardine, was a Fellow of Merton Colledge, | 
. commonly call'd the Profound I and taught the 


Article of Free Juſtification by Fat 
dation of Chriſtian Religion. 


he Principal Four 


Holcott a great Schoolmarr wrote againſt Adoration. 


of Images, and his reaſon is this, Divine Worſhip is 
only due to God, but the Image of God is not God, 
therefore Divine Worſhip is not due ito an Image. . | 
In the next Century from 1400. to I 5.00. there was 
Gerſon who for ſpeaking freely againſt the Diſorders of 
the Roman Church was deprived of his Goods and Dig- 
nities by the Pope, and Expelled the Univerſity by the 
Sorboniſts. | | 


Peter de Alliaco, publickly reprov'd the great yariety: 


of Pitures in Churches, multiplication of Holydays 
and Canoniz'd Saints, and the vaſt increaſe of begging 
Fryers, as being burthenſome to men; and prejudicial 
to Hoſpitals and to the Poor. _— 
 Cuſanus a Cardinal in this Age, deny'd the power of 
the Pope, affirming that a General Council was Supe- 
riour to the Pope. | | 
Laurence Valla, a learned Man, a Roman Patrician, 


| and Canon of the Church of St. John in Laterano, has 


theſe Expreſſions: That the Pope himſelf makes War 
againſt peaceabls People, and ſows Diſcord between Cities 


and Princes. That the Pope made gains not only of the | 


Cons 
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Commonwealth, but of the* Ecclefiaſtical State, and. of the 
Holy Ghoſt; and that'the' later Popes have labour d' tobe. 
as fooliſh and" wicked,- as the - ancient ones were holy and 
wiſe. Fete = -. 
oY Mantuan, a Famous Poet and Hiſtorian, 
and Prior of the Carmelite Friars, wasa great inveigher 
againſt the Superſtitions and Ceremonies of the Ro- | 

ſh Church ; with whom, ſaid he, 

| Celum eſt Venale, deuſque. 

In this Age liv'd alſo John of Yeſalia, a Doftor and ne pue- 
Preacher at Worms, and Weſelius of Gronning in Freize- ſtat Rom. 
land, who was calld Lux Mundi ; Both eſe wrow pn 
openly againſt the Popes Indulgences, Auricular Con- 
ſeſſion, and Pilgrimages.ta Rome. 

In this Age, Cardinal Beſſariovy, would not allow of Traf. de 
more then two Saeraments, Baptiſm, and: the Lord's Exch 
Supper ; there being no more that were manifeſtly and © * 
plainly deliver'd in the New 7eftamenr. En 

In the ſame Age, Paulus Burgenſis, Stephen Brulifer, 
and Johannes Gochius, were all itiff oppoſers of Papiſtt- 
cal Merits. | 

Toward the latter end of this. Century 1480. 
appear'd Theodoric Nijem, who had been Secretary 
to ſeveral Popes, Georgius Morgefteyn, Theodoric Urie, 
an Auguſtinian ; Thomas Rhedonenſis a Carmelite in 
France; Georgius Heimbergenfis,of whom Wirflingus makes 
mention to the Illuſtrious Perſonages of Germany, and 
Rodoric Zamarenfis, Referendary to Paul the Second. 

All theſe made it their buſineſs to diſplay the Errors and 
Extravagancies as well of the Tenents, as Lives of the 
Popes. 
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